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This resource includes helpful links in setting up and running your writing and publishing business. I have 
personally used or looked into each of these products. They may, or may not, work for your business but they’re 
worth looking into and making that decision for yourself. I’ve noted those that I have an affiliate relationship 
with (very few). They may have changed since this resource was last updated (Aug 2025).

Setting Up and Legal

Every state has information on how to set up and register a business in the state. Search for your state, but be 
sure the extension is .gov to ensure you are on the state’s official website. 

Applying for an EIN (Form SS-4): www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/employer-id-
numbers

Trademark search: www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/search-trademark-database

Obtaining ISBNs in the U.S.A.:  www.myidentifiers.com

Reedsy Article on ISBNs: blog.reedsy.com/how-to-get-an-isbn

U.S. Sales Tax Articles from Avalara

U.S. Sales Tax Nexus Article: www.avalara.com/us/en/learn/guides/sales-tax-101/chapter-4-nexus-and-sales-
tax-laws.html This provides a good explanation, with links, of what the different states consider for nexus and 
the limitations.

U.S. Sales Tax Economic Nexus Article (as of 2025): www.avalara.com/us/en/learn/guides/sales-tax-nexus-
laws-by-state.html 

Summary of each state’s requirements (as of August 2025): www.avalara.com/us/en/learn/guides/state-by-
state-guide-economic-nexus-laws.html Please check with the individual states for updated information as tax 
laws change constantly. It appears they keep this updated as states change the thresholds.

Note: Avalara is a company that provides sales tax services so their information is typically up-to-date.

Distributing Your Books

The book, Wide for the Win, goes into detail on how to distribute and upload your books to the various 
distributors.
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Amazon KDP:  kdp.amazon.com (this is for the US site)

Kobo: writinglife.kobo.com

Apple: authors.apple.com

Barnes & Noble: press.barnesandnoble.com

Google Play: play.google.com/store 

IngramSpark (print): ingramspark.com

BookFunnel  bookfunnel.com/  They distribute ebooks and audiobooks for those who are selling direct from 

their websites. They integrate with Shopify, WooCommerce, PayHip, and a few other platforms.

Audiobook Distribution

Findaway Voices: findawayvoices.com (now Voices by InAudio) https://www.voicesbyinaudio.com/

Spotify for Authors: https://authors.spotify.com/

Authors Republic: https://www.authorsrepublic.com/

Aggregators

Draft2Digital:  www.draft2digital.com/ (I use Draft2Digital and found it easy to use and they have some 
other great tools like a universal book link. In 2022 they acquired Smashwords. The Smashwords store is still in 
operation but the distribution and setup for it is done through Draft2Digital.)

PublishDrive: publishdrive.com

ISBNs - Where to Purchase

US purchase from Bowker: https://www.myidentifiers.com/

UK purchase from Nielson: https://www.nielsenisbnstore.com/Home/Isbn

https://indieauthorbizguide.com/
 https://kdp.amazon.com
http://writinglife.kobo.com/
https://authors.apple.com
http://press.barnesandnoble.com
http://play.google.com/store
http://ingramspark.com/
https://bookfunnel.com/
https://www.voicesbyinaudio.com/
https://authors.spotify.com/
https://www.authorsrepublic.com/
https://www.draft2digital.com/
http://publishdrive.com
https://www.myidentifiers.com/
https://www.nielsenisbnstore.com/Home/Isbn


{ 4 ]

Helpful LinksIndie Author Biz Guide

IndieAuthorBizGuide.com©2022-2025, Tora Moon 

Canada obtain from Library of Canada (Free) https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/isbn-canada/Pages/
create-account-isbn-canada.aspx 

Australia purchase from Thorpe-Bowker: https://www.bowker.com/isbn-au

Amazon Information

Amazon digital pricing requirements: kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200634500

Amazon 70% royalty price requirements: kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200634560

Ebook Author Cross-Promotion Sites

BookFunnel:  bookfunnel.com/

Prolific Works: www.prolificworks.com/authors

Story Origin: storyoriginapp.com/

Tools for Keywords

Publisher Rocket: publisherrocket.com/  helps you find and compile keyword lists for AMS advertising. It’s sold 
through Kindlepreneur

Google Adwords Planner. You need a Google ad account to search for these. It’s free but you will have to set up 
an ad and pause it to get to the ad planner.

Other Useful Links

Self-Publishing Formula: selfpublishingformula.com  Their SPF 101 and Ads for Authors courses are excellent.  

Kindlepreneur: kindlepreneur.com He has good Indie Publishing information for both fiction and nonfiction. 
He also has a list of promo sites kindlepreneur.com/list-sites-promote-free-amazon-books

TV Tropes: A good website to research the various tropes for both TV and fiction. tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.
php/Main/Tropes
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Article on indie publishing tax issues in the UK: www.hwfisher.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/2Authors-
and-Journalists_Tax-guide_A5-SINGLE-PAGE-SPREAD.pdf  

Alliance for Independent Authors (Alli) is a great organization which works for strengthening the Indie Author 
community. They have a great blog. selfpublishingadvice.org/ 

Copyright info

Article on how to register your copyright in the US: https://blog.reedsy.com/guide/copyright-a-book/

US Copyright office website to register: https://www.copyright.gov/registration/

Podcasts

The Creative Penn ( JoAnna Penn)

The Indie Author Podcast (Matty Dalrymple)

The QuitCast (YouTube - Becca Syme)

Things I Wish I’d Known Then (Sara Rosett and Jami Albright)

Sell More Books Show (Bryan Cohen)

Self-Publishing Authors Podcast with the SPA Girls

Six Figure Author Experiment (Lee Savino and Russell Nohelty)

Ink in Your Veins (Rachael Herron)

Indie Writer’s Club ( James Blatch and Cara Clare)

As of August 2025, these podcasts are no longer recording, but the back episodes have great information 

Six-Figure Authors (Lindsay Buroker, Andrea Pearson, and Joseph R. Lallo - on hiatus, but still has great info.

The Self-Publishing Show (Mark Dawson and James Blatch) - no longer recording but the back issues are good.

The Indie Author Biz Guide (Tora Moon, limited series, also available on YouTube)
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Facebook Groups

Wide for the Win. A great group for all things of going and being “wide.” www.facebook.com/groups/
wideforthewin

20Books to 50K. A group for the business of being an indie publisher. The indie author convention they 
started is now run by Author Nation and is still held in Las Vegas, NV each November. www.facebook.com/
groups/781495321956934

Author Nation. Event page for information about the Indie Publishing Conference. https://www.facebook.
com/authornationevents

SPF Community (Self-Publishing Formula group). ww.facebook.com/groups/1584291371854759

Authors Selling Direct. A group for authors selling direct from their website. It focuses mainly on using Shopify, 
but does have info on using WooCommerce. https://www.facebook.com/groups/1175285376578699

Kickstarter for Authers. Started by Andrea Sharp, who also has a book with the same title. Great group for info 
on running a successful Kickstarter. https://www.facebook.com/groups/429764288910415/

SelfPublishing Success Tips for Authors: Run by Book Boss Academy. They have some good tips for self-
publishing. https://www.facebook.com/groups/selfpublishingsuccesstipsforauthors

Direct Selling and Marketing Courses

Click Testing for Authors by Steve Pieper: https://app.stevepieper.com/a/2147777208/z3LJhPkD (This is an 
affiliate link, which won’t affect your price, but I’ll receive a little bit if you decide to take it. It’s fabulous! I 
learned a lot from it.)

Author Marketing Mastery through Optimization (AMMO) V4 by Steve Pieper: https://app.stevepieper.
com/a/2147892619/z3LJhPkD (Affiliate link - Another awesome course)

Authors Selling Direct on Shopify by Morgana Best https://best-business-for-authors.teachable.com/
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Writing Tools

These are the writing tools I use that I’ve found very helpful. None of these are affiliate links.

Scrivener: A word processing program developed for writers. I use it not only for my books, but for my newsletter 
and social media. I’ve also used it to create courses. Anything I’m writing that needs organization is done in 
Scrivener. It’s available for MAC and PC at an extremely affordable price. www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/
overview

Grammar Software: I prefer using ProWritingAid. Like all AI based programs, you do need to access the 
suggestions and determine if it’s right for your book. For instance, I rarely use their “readability enhancement” 
suggestions as they aren’t how people write or speak. I don’t use all the functions. I love the “echoes” function; 
it’s helped me tighten up my writing. Grammarly is a similar program, I just liked ProWritingAid better for my 
writing when I tested them.

ProWritingAid: prowritingaid.com

Grammerly: www.grammarly.com

Productivity Tools: I’ve used both of these, but now prefer Notion as it has more ways to see your projects and 
set them up. And they have a desktop version that links with their web-based version.

Notion: A database productivity tool and so much more. The free version is all most authors need. https://www.
notion.com/

Trello: Kanban-style web-based list making app. trello.com

https://indieauthorbizguide.com/
https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview
https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview
https://prowritingaid.com
https://www.grammarly.com
https://www.notion.com/
https://www.notion.com/
https://trello.com/en-US

